CAPRIMULGUS LONGIPENNIS. 


O 


CHARACTER GENERICUS. 


Roftrum modice incurvum, minimum, fubulatum, 
bafi depreffum. 

Vibriffe ad os ferie ciliari. e 

Riétus ampliflimus. 

Lingua acuta, integerrima. 


Ein Sul. Nat. p. 118. 


CHARACTER SPECIFICUS. 


CAPRIMULGUS GRISEO-VARIUS, alis rufo 
fufcoque maculatis, penna utrinque humerali 
denudata longifíima. 


Conari pro certo dicere quid fibi voluerit arcanum 
Nature confilium in anomala nonnullorum anima- 
lium conformatione, opus effet immenfum et omnino 
inexplicabile. Enormis Phoenicopteri colli cru- 
rumque longitudo, roftrum Avocettz flexile et re- 
curvum, nec non Pinguinariarum ala breves et velut 
fquamatz; hec omnia facile fatis referri poffunt ad 
vitæ rationem que hifce avibus peculiaris eft et ac- 


commodata. Fruftra autem torquebimur quaerendo, 
D cuinam 


cuinam ufui inferviant penne nude et prelonge 
quas utrinque gerit collum Paradifez auratze; illzeve 
que proveniunt a lateribus Paradifez apode ; feu 
alarum Grylli qui monftrofus dicitur gyri et volu- 
mina; aut immodici proceffus alarum Phalenz ma- 
croure. Nec felicius inquiramus quo animo de- 
derit Natura avi quam cernere eft in tabula pennam 
longiffimam, denudatam, quae ab humero utroque 
e medio tectricum minorum exoritur, bis faltem fu- 
perans longitudinem totius avis. Extremitates fol 
plumate funt, penna ipfa nigra leviflime per totam 
longitudinem barbata; apicibus plumatis nigrican- 
tibus, ter quater cinereo tranfverfe fafciatis. 

Color avis generalis obfcure cinereus, maculis 
atomifque nigris, rufis, albidifque belle guttatus. 
Ale ferruginez fafciis confertis nigricantibus no- 
tantur, exceptis tectricibus minoribus. Vertex ca- 
pitis nigrior reliquo copore. Pectus et abdomen 
ferrugineo-pallida ftrias habent maculafque plurimas 
nigricantes tranfverfim ductas. Collum pofticum 
cingit quafi collare ferrugineum. Als paulo lon- 
giores cauda cinerea, fafciis atomifque nigricantibus 
diftinéta. Pedes exigui; unguis intermedii latere 
fortiter ferrato. Nova proculdubio eft avis, nec 
antea defcripta. A Sierra Leona delatum eft fpeci- 
men quod depinximus. Magnitudo eft quafi Sturni 
vulgaris. 
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THE 


LEONA GOATSUCKER, 
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GENERIC CHARACTER. 


Bill very (mall, depreffed at the bafe, flightly 
hooked. 

Moutb extremely wide; the fides furnifhed with 
a feries of brifiles. 


SPECIFIC. CHARACTER, . 


VARIEGATED GREY GOATSUCKER, 
with wings fpotted rufous and black, with a 
very long naked-fhafted feather on each 
fhoulder. 


In the formation of fome animals we meet with 
particulars fo inexplicable as to baffle all attempts at 
pointing out the purpofes for which Nature intended 
them. 

The immoderate length of neck and legs in the 
Flamingo, the recurved and flexible bill of the 
Avocet, the fhort and fcaly wings of the Penguin, 
are evidently calculated for the well-known manner 
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of life in the refpectiveanimals: but it would be in 
vain to enquire into the particular ufe of the long, 
fhaft-like feathers which project from each fide the 
neck of the Paradifea aurata, or thofe which hang 
from the fides of the Paradifea apoda: for the 
ftrange and uncouth convolutions in the wings of 
the Gryllus monftrofus; or the extravagant proceffes 
which terminate thofe of the Phalana macroura. 
The bird which forms the fubject of the prefent 
plate may alfo be adduced as an equally fingular ex- 
ample of the above inexplicable formation; its prin- 
cipal character confifting in the exceffively long 
naked fhafts projecting from the upper part of each 
fhoulder, in the midft of the fmaller coverts. Thefe. 
remarkable feathers are at leaft twice the length of 
the whole bird, and are webbed only at their ex- 
tremities : the naked or fhafted part is black, very 
flightly bearded on each fide the whole length; 
and the webbed or plumed ends are dufky or blackifh 
with three or four obfcure cinereous tranfverfe bars. 
The general color of the bird is is a blackifh grey, 
elegantly variegated with fpccks of black, rufous, 
and whitifh: the wings are ferruginous, all the 
feathers, except the fmaller coverts, being marked 
with numerous blackifh bars: the top of the head 
is darker than the reft of the bird: the under parts 
are pale ferruginous, dafhed with dufky bars and 
patches, and round the back of the neck runs a fort 
of ferruginous collar or band. The wings reach 
beyond the tail, which is cinereous, with blackifh 
bars and freckles: the feet are very fmall, with the 

middle. 


middle claw very ftrongly ferrated on the interior 
fide. This bird is an undoubted non-defcript, and 
“is a native of Sierra Leona, from whence the fpeci- 
men here figured was recently imported. Its fize is 
that of a Starling. 


